Section 2: Initial and Continued Accreditation
2.100 Basis for Accreditation Decisions
A program receives an initial or continued accreditation decision after the following steps have occurred:
1.
2.
3.
4.
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A self-study report written by program personnel;
An on-site evaluation by trained JRCNMT evaluators;
Review of the relevant materials by the JRCNMT; and
Action by the JRCNMT.

The JRCNMT shall make accreditation decisions based on information from the self-study, the letter of
site visit findings, the response of the program to the letter of site visit findings, additional materials
provided by the program, eligible written third-party comments and other interim reports submitted by the
program. Additional information may be requested by the JRCNMT from the program director and/or the
on-site evaluation team leader when such information is required for clarification.
Written notice of the JRCNMT’s action and rationale is provided to the institution and program in the
form of an accreditation action letter that is available for public review on the JRCNMT website.

2.150 Accreditation Actions
The accreditation action taken for each program is based upon compliance with current accreditation
standards, published JRCNMT policies and whether the program is seeking initial or continued
accreditation.
A. Actions for Programs Seeking Initial Accreditation
Initial Accreditation
Initial accreditation may be granted to a program not currently accredited by the JRCNMT.
Initial accreditation is given when the review process confirms that the program is in substantial
compliance with the Standards. Initial accreditation is for a period of five years, awarded in two
steps. The first step of initial accreditation is for a maximum period of three years. Upon
submission of a satisfactory mid-cycle report at the mid-point of the accreditation period,
accreditation may be extended two additional years. If the mid-cycle report is unsatisfactory
accreditation may be withdrawn or the program may be placed on probation if the JRCNMT
determines that the deficiencies can be addressed prior to the next JRCNMT meeting.
Defer Action
The JRCNMT may defer action on a program pending receipt of a progress report, submission of
additional information and/or the results of an additional on-site evaluation. The maximum
deferral period is until the next JRCNMT meeting unless extended for good cause. The
notification letter to the institution identifies each standard and explains the deficiency related to
it. The letter also identifies the deadline for submission of a progress report and the timeline for
an additional site visit, if one is deemed necessary.
Accreditation Withheld
When a program seeking initial accreditation is not in substantial compliance with the Standards
accreditation may be withheld. The notification letter to the institution:
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a. Identifies each standard and explains the deficiency related to it.
b. Indicates that the institution may appeal the decision. A copy of the JRCNMT
Appeal Policy is included with the award letter.
c. Explains that the sponsoring institution has the option to withdraw its application for
accreditation and apply for accreditation at a future date when the program is in
substantial compliance with the Standards and with administrative requirements for
maintaining accreditation.
B. Actions for Programs Seeking Continued Accreditation
Continued Accreditation
Continued accreditation is granted to a program when the accreditation review process confirms
that the program is in substantial compliance with the Standards. Continued accreditation is for a
period of seven years. Programs receiving continued accreditation must submit a mid-cycle
progress report at the mid-point of the accreditation cycle.
Accreditation with Conditions
If a program is noted as having one or more deficiencies in compliance with the Standards, it may
receive accreditation with conditions. In this situation, the notification letter to the program and
institution provides a clear statement of each deficiency and the due date for a progress report.
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Accreditation with conditions is typically for a period not to exceed six months, though the period
may be extended to a maximum of one year for good cause. Failure to submit a satisfactory
progress report in the time allotted may result in the program being placed on probation.
Probation
An accredited program may be placed on probation when it is not in substantial compliance with
the Standards and the deficiencies are serious enough to threaten the program’s ability to provide
an acceptable education.
In most situations, a program is placed on probation when evidence of deficiencies is
substantiated by a site visit; however, if the cited deficiencies are not in dispute, the JRCNMT
may place a program on probation without conducting a site visit. Probation is usually limited to
one year and may not extend beyond two years.
Before notice of probation is published, the JRCNMT provides the program with an opportunity
to request reconsideration of the decision (see policy 2.800 Reconsideration of Probation).
The JRCNMT accreditation letter provides a clear statement of each deficiency contributing to
the program’s failure to be in substantial compliance with the Standards and/or with the
requirements for maintaining or administering accreditation. The letter also indicates that (1) a
progress report, self-study, or other action is required by a specific date; (2) failure to come into
substantial compliance will result in the withdrawal of accreditation; and (3) currently enrolled
students and those seeking admission must be notified that the program is on probation within 10
days of receipt of the letter indicating the program has been placed on probation, unless the
program files an official request with the JRCNMT for reconsideration.
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Appropriate student notification of probation by a program requires placing the following
statement on the main nuclear medicine program web page, and keeping it there until the program
receives notification from the JRCNMT that probation has been rescinded.
The nuclear medicine technology program at [Name of Institution] is accredited by the Joint Review
Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology (JRCNMT), 820 W. Danforth Rd,
#B1 / Edmond, OK 73003; phone 405-285-0546; mail@jrcnmt.org; www.jrcnmt.org. This program is
currently on probation but it is accredited. For more information go to JRCNMT online directory of
accredited programs and read the accreditation letter linked to the program’s directory listing
(https://www.jrcnmt.org/find-a-program/).

A focused site visit, conducted by a current or past JRCNMT board member trained as an on-site
evaluator and a second, trained site evaluator, is also required for removal of probation. Probation
decisions are final and not subject to appeal. While on probation, a program may not add
affiliates, increase student capacity or expand to an additional campus unless doing so is
necessary to address a deficiency that contributed to the program being placed on probation.
Accreditation Withdrawn
The JRCNMT may withdraw accreditation at the conclusion of a specified period when the
review process confirms that a program placed on Probation or Administrative Probation remains
in substantial non-compliance with the Standards or with the requirements for maintaining or
administering accreditation. The letter notifying the appropriate officials that accreditation has
been withdrawn from the program includes a clear statement of each deficiency and indicates that
the institution may appeal the decision. A copy of the JRCNMT Appeal Policy is included with
the award letter. The letter also informs the sponsoring institution that it has the option to
withdraw its application for accreditation and apply for accreditation at a future date when the
program is in substantial compliance with the Standards and with administrative requirements for
maintaining accreditation.
In unusual circumstances, such as evidence of critical deficiencies that appear to be irremediable
within a reasonable length of time or a documented threat to the welfare of current and potential
students, the JRCNMT may withdraw accreditation without first providing a period of probation.
Programs from which accreditation is withdrawn without a probationary period are ensured due
process through the JRCNMT Appeal Policy.
Students who have completed 75% of the published professional curriculum at the time the
sponsoring institution is notified of the withdrawal may complete the requirements for graduation
and will be considered graduates of a JRCNMT-accredited program.
Administrative probation
A program may be placed on Administrative Probation when one of the following situations
occurs:



A self-study, interim report or progress report is not submitted to the JRCNMT by the
deadline transmitted to the program in a written notification.
Fees are not paid by the deadline transmitted to the program in a written notification and/or
published in the JRCNMT fee schedule.



Program does not assist with setting a reasonable site visit date at or near the time established
for on-site evaluation of the program.

When the JRCNMT places a program on Administrative Probation, the sponsoring institution is
informed of the relevant requirements that must be met for the decision to be rescinded and the
timeline.
The JRCNMT does not provide opportunity for reconsideration of Administrative Probation and
it is not subject to appeal. A fee to rescind Administrative Probation must be paid by the program
upon demonstration of compliance. During a period of Administrative Probation, programs are
recognized and listed as being accredited in JRCNMT publications.
C. Voluntary Withdrawal of Accreditation
An institution sponsoring a program may voluntarily withdraw from the JRCNMT accreditation process
(initial or continuing accreditation) at any time. In the event of program closure, the effective date of
voluntary withdrawal must be established to assure that program accreditation continues until the date of
graduation of the last class of students. In the event of voluntary program closure, the JRCNMT regards as
graduates only those students who have successfully completed the program prior to the effective date of
closure.
D. Inactive Programs
A sponsoring institution may request inactive status for up to two years for a program with no students
enrolled. Programs holding probationary accreditation status may not request inactive status until all
probationary issues have been addressed satisfactorily. The program and its sponsoring institution must
continue to pay required annual fees while inactive. Should a program be inactive for two years and not
be reactivated, it will be considered discontinued and accreditation will be withdrawn.
Clinical affiliates may discontinue their affiliation with the inactive program or adjust student capacities
in shared affiliate situations during a program’s inactive period. Notification of such changes must go to
the Program Director of the inactive program, if one is on staff.
A program may be reactivated if it meets the following criteria:
There has been no change in Program Director
There has been no change in type of academic award
There have been minimal faculty changes
There have been no significant changes in curriculum
Less than 25% of the original clinical affiliates have severed ties with the program
Payment of fees is current
In the event a program does not meet the aforementioned criteria a self-study for continued accreditation
must be submitted 60 days prior to reactivation.
When an eligible program is ready to reactivate, the program director must submit a letter to the
JRCNMT requesting reactivation. This letter should state the reason for the inactivation of the program
including an itemized explanation of all changes that have occurred in any of the following areas:







Program administration
Didactic and clinical faculty, supported by submission of documentation demonstrating
qualifications for the position
Curriculum
Clinical affiliates – an application must be submitted for all new clinical affiliates
Written confirmation from each clinical affiliate of its ability to resume student education

A separate letter must be sent by the CEO of the sponsoring institution supporting the re-activation of the
nuclear medicine technology program.
E. Closure of Clinical Affiliate of Accredited Program
Should an accredited program become aware that one of its major clinical affiliates will cease operation
prior to the end of the academic year, it is the program’s responsibility to relocate students to other
acceptable clinical sites until they complete the program.
If there are other JRCNMT-approved clinical affiliates in the region an application may be made by the
program to temporarily relocate students to these sites providing the following conditions are met:
Relocation of students will be based on the existing criteria stated in the Accreditation Standards for
Nuclear Medicine Technologist Education.
The relocation may only continue until the current class of students completes the program unless a new
application for a clinical affiliate is made demonstrating the ability of the site to continue to handle
additional students.
Should the clinical site be affiliated with a program other than the one wishing to relocate students, a
shared affiliate agreement must be documented and signed by the affiliate clinical supervisor and each
program director.
In the event there are no alternative currently accredited sites that are geographically convenient, the
program must immediately make arrangements with other facilities for clinical training. Affiliation
agreements and applications for new clinical affiliates must be received by the JRCNMT no more than 30
days after the notification of closure of the major affiliate.
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